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and such small coastal towns as Bega and Eden are the chief
centres of settlement until we cross into Victoria   Here Sale
and Bairnsdale are the two mals of central and east Gipps
land  l}ing in rich agricultural districts   Most of Gippsland
is a recently raised portion of the sea bed comprising a belt
about 40 miles wide o\er \\hich allmial silt has been spread
by the coastal n\ers    The present coast is a line of sand
dunes behind \\hich the old estuaries have been enclosed as
i series of lakes or lagoons ^hich are being slowlv filled \\ith
silt brought down bv the mer     In contrast to the recentlv

FIG 71   VICTORIA S MAIN POWER RESOURCE
Mechanical mining of brown coal in the open cut at Yallourn
Victoria    This  deposit  is  used  to  generate  electrical   current
which is transmitted ferr domestic and industrial light and power
throughout the State   Note also the briquetting plant HI the back
ground   The estimated reserves of brown coal in these, deposits
are 37 thousand million tons